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tinople, sending with him several slaves as well as seven
loads of merchandize for his stock-in-trade, after which they
must possess themselves in patience and await what God
will show. Although they throw themselves at the saint's feet
and pray him to mitigate his decree, it is in vain; he replies
that when the arrow of destiny is shot, the spheres them-
selves avail not for a shield. So he bids them have patience,
and gives his word that, though their son will pass through
many adventures, he will at last be restored to them in
safety. They therefore resign themselves and make all prepa-
rations for their son's departure. Before he starts, the sheykh
addresses him and gives him much good advice as to his
behaviour when away from home. At length all is ready;
the lad says good-bye to his sorrowing father, and sets out
upon his way.

On his arrival in Constantinople he takes up his quarters
in a Khan. 1 Now the Tekur or Emperor2 has a powerful
vezir who has frequent dealings with the brokers of the city,
it being his custom to buy the choicest goods of every
merchant who comes to Constantinople. The brokers, going
about the town, see a beautiful youth dressed in the habit
of a merchant seated in a Khan. After admiring his grace
they advance and address him, telling him that on the morrow
they will show him the bazaars and assist him to do business,
at all of which he is much pleased. Next morning the brokers
arrive as promised and conduct him through the markets of
the city, which interest him greatly, and where his own
beauty creates an unusual stir. After the lad has retired to
his Khan, the brokers go to their patron the vezir and tell him

1  i. e. an Inn.

2  The title Tekfur (more commonly Tekur), from the Greek rot/ xvpt'ov, was
given  by  the   Ottomans  to  any  Byzantine lord,  whether he was  emperor,
prince, or merely  governor of a town or fortress. It is the common term in
old Turkish books for the Greek Emperor of Constantinople.